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Lin went on 't

Throughout the world, distance uni uch as Athabasca University
have led the move to e-Learning an ine education and no other medium
offers such an easy bridge betwee 1 professors and students. With Artificial
Intelligence, online education is poised to take a major leap forward.
“We blished a research lab Y, the Intelligent Online Learning
Technologies Lab, hired a team, and have already developed some practical
agents,” notes Dr. Lin,

Dr. Lin's e-Course Guard 1.0 for example, is an online course maintenance
agent for instructors that works continuously to detect and repair broken
links on Athabasca University’s course websites. The agent can send e-mail
notification of a new or repaired link and confirm that web references are
always up to date.
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Having received a National Science and Engineesing
Research Council Discovery Grant, Dr. Lin and his students
are fast-tracking more complex agents that will help students
during the whole cycle of leaming—choosing courses,

designing Ieammg Objm seardung for suitable Iam-g

objects g P courses,
quently-asked - questi and g the l&mg
effects.

Dr. Lin predicts that in the future “we will say to our students,
Talk to your agent.’ The agent will look in our databases,
search for available courses and suggest what courses ynu
should take right now in Jance with your back

and preferences. When you are taking a course, Ihe agent
will suggest an optimum learning path and the set of learning
objectives which will satisfy you the most.”
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